


Connecticut has a large and vibrant greenhouse sector. 

Greenhouse growing, also referred to as Controlled 

Environment Agriculture (CEA), Is the practice of producing 

crops under protective coverings, such as a glass or plastic­

covered structure, where the plants' growing environment 

Is precisely controlled, typically by heating in the winter 

and cooling In the summer. Sometimes additional climate 

controls are used, such as supplemental lighting, humidity or 

atmospheric controls. 

The greenhouse Industry spans both the ornamental 

horticulture Industry as well as the fruit and vegetable sector. 

The majority of greenhouse crops grown In Connecticut are 

ornamental crops, but vegetable production in greenhouses Is 

a growing segment of the industry. Both ornamental crops as 

well as fruits and vegetables fall within the USDA definition 

of "specialty crops." 

TABLE 1: CROPS GROWN UNDER GLASS OR OTHER PROTECTION, 2017 

TYPE OF CROP NUMBER OF FARMS SQUARE FEET VALUE OF SALES 

BEDDING/GARDEN PLANTS 334 9,644,396 $157,141,759 

CUT FLOWERS 40 190,394 $971,986 

INDOOR FOLIAGE 43 210,724 $2,363,612 

POTTED FLOWERING PLANTS 97 1,416,550 $ 18,434,782 

OTHER FLORICULTURAL CROPS 10 104,838 $561,028 

FLORICULTURAL SUBTOTAL 3751 11,566,902 $179,473,167 

VEGETABLE TRANSPLANTS TO FARM FIELDS 49 85,971 $238,106 

FOOD CROPS GROWN UNDER PROTECTION 159 1,096,377 $6,365,645 

TOTAL 583 12,749,250 $ 186,076,918 

Source: USDA Census of Agriculture, 2017 

1Tota1 does not add because many growers reported producing more than one type of crop
























